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love the fall season. For

an incurable academic
like me, fall is “spring.” Fall
is the time when all things
academic become new—a
new start to the school year,
new students, new courses.
There is something energiz-
ing and alive about the start
of a new academic year.

The CLC is excited about
the coming 2008-09 year.
With its arrival we launch
our new missions emphasis
with six students enrolled in
this program. We also
inaugurate the Worldview
Lecture Series which will
feature Christian scholars
who will address relevant

worldview issues to CLC
students and the
public.

In this issue of the CLC
Quarterly, we preview the
fall Worldview Lecture
Series on the topic of
Islam. Our speaker, Mateen
Elass, will also be teaching
a seminar class on Islam
while here at the CLC.
Additionally, you will meet
CLC Marketplace Leader-
ship student Mark Graham,
and hear how his education
at the CLC is challenging
him and preparing him for
leadership in the
marketplace.

As we teach, train and
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by Dr. Mark Mathewson

students,

mentor we
continually see God
bringing new life to our
work here at the CLC. I
hope the same is true for
you in the Kingdom work
He has given you to do. No
matter what the season of
the year, God is the initiator
of new life all around us.

Fall has sprung.
A

CLC WORLDVIEW LECTURE SERIES


http://www.christianleadershipcollege.org/clchome.html
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UNDERSTANDING ISLAM — MATEEN ELASS

The CLC welcomes Dr. Mateen Elass to our campus.

c

October 13

CLC Worldview Lecture Series Evening Lecture

October 13—15 Seminar Course on Islam

‘ ‘ ith the rapid rise

of Muslim presence
throughout Europe and
the United States, west-
ern Christians can no
longer afford to be igno-
rant of Islam and the
Hr k| hb
Christians are going to
have any hope of
effectively responding to
Islam with the Gospel of
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Dean, Mark Mathewson
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charitable understanding
of Islam will be
necessary. According to
L sgdvrnm+
pursuitof its mission of
ODpt hoohmf
leaders with a Christian
vngkcuhdv§€
understanding of
competing worldviews
d including Islam.

With this mission in
mind, the CLC
welcomes Dr. Mateen
Elass, Senior Pastor of
First Presbyterian
Church in Edmond,
Oklahoma, to present a
public lecture and teach

sSeminar class on
Islam. Dr. Elass comes
highly recommended
and qualified.

Born in New Haven,
Connecticut to a

v n g kuedarstahding.

Muslim family, Mateen

lived his childhood in
Saudi Arabia. His
perspective on Islam is
not that of many who
mischaracterize Islam
and who hate Muslims.
It is one of charity and
Ir© Hiie
book on Islam,Under-

standing the Koran
Mateen reminds Chris-
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Understanding the Koran

A Quick Christian Guide to the Muslim Holy Book

become active ambassa-
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even toward those who
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declare themselves
sworn enemies of the

cross. Though some in

the Muslim world may
call for jihadagainst all
infidels, we are to act
according to the
mandate of our Master
and so, to love Muslims
along with all other
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From his love for
Muslims, Mateen sees
the rise of Muslim
presence in the United
States as an opportu-
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influx of Muslim
immigrants provides the
American church with
wonderful opportunities
for reaching people
wao/filty yelrs age we
would never have
dreamed of meeting.

mdnstead of responding

with fear, we should
find joy and excitement
in the fact that God has

brought the mission
field into our backyard
(in some cases

khsdg kkx (
The CLC invites you
to take advantage of the
opportunity to learn
about Islam from Dr.
Elass.
The Monday evening

public. Attenders will
have an opportunityo
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that evening.
Registration is

required for the

seminar. Tuition, book
fees and registration
instructions are found
on page three of this
newsletter.
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THE CLC ANNOUNCES 2008 FALL SCHEDULE

Marketplace Leadership Courses Audit a CLC Certificate Course

These courses are designed for the professional who| The | G encourages auditors in many of the certificate courses.
desires to seek a broader perspective and education in the

Christian worldview. Courses and peer coaching groups are | Request to audit by contacting the CLC office.
held at times convenient for those who work full-time during

the week. Contact the CLC for more information. .
Fall courses recommended for auditing include:

Course Time Day Date

Course Time Day Date
Apologetics?)  8:15-10:15am. Sun.  9/14-11/09 | "Miosophy@) 8-9:50 am. Tues./Wed.  8/1910/08
(a 2 semester course) 1/18 - 3/08 Old Testament Survey(2) 10-11:50 a.m. Tues. 8/19-12/17
Dynamics of Small Groups(1) 3-3:50 p.m. Wed. 8/20-10/09
Spiritual Leadership) Seminar: Islam, Dr. Elass(1)  8:30 a.mi 12 p.m. Mon-Wed.  10/1310/15
6:30-8 p.m. Wed.  9/17-11/12 | worldviews (2) 8-9:50 a.m. Tues/Wed. 10/21:12/17

Worldview Studies Courses & Offered in the evenings for those who wish to
understand, defend and live the Christian worldview.

Course Time Day Date
Navigating through a World of Ideas 6:459 9 p.m. Tuesdays 8/260 9/30

Overcoming the Churchoés Historical

Amnesia: Reformation to Present 6:459 9 p.m. Thursdays 9/040 10/23
Rediscovering our Ethical Bearings 6:459 9 p.m. Tuesdays 10/28 12/02
How to Register Tuition & Fees
Online www.visitcle.com o Marketplace Leadershiptuition is $175 per credit hour

(depicted in parentheses). Text books fees are additional.

Phone 402-483-6512 e Audit Feeis $85 per credit hour (found in parentheses).
Text books are optional.

e Tuition for Worldview Studiescourses are $50 for the
five week sessions and $85 for longer sessions. Text
books are additional.

E-mail info@clcnebraska.com

Equi pping Todayods Leaders w

The Christian Leadership College was founded by Lincoln Berean Church as a result of a vision and
challenge from LBC founding pastor, Curt Lehman. In his final years, Pastor Lehman had a burden to
see the local church become a training ground to prepare people for vocational Christian service. His
vision planted the seed that has grown into the CLC.
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I used  to
wonder
why 1 think
the way I do.
Could it be
my parents’
fault? Is it
because I was reared in the
South? Is it because I have
lived all over the country?
Or, am [ simply a weird
duck? Thus, my journey
began. Who am I and more
importantly, why do I
believe what I believe.

All my life I was told the
Bible was inerrant, and
through the grace of God, I
came to believe that myself.
There have been many times
while traveling that
conversations have led to
politics, religion, belief
systems and actions. I
struggled with how best to
support my beliefs, while
listening to others describe
their beliefs, especially with
respect to religion. Often
these conversations were
with well-educated, articu-
late individuals. And while I
very much respected them
professionally, I was intimi-
dated by the proclamation of
their belief system. I knew
their worldviews were incon-
sistent with mine, but my re-
sponse often resorted to, “Well
the Bible says so”, or “That’s
the way I was taught.”

My objective was simple—
I wanted more confidence in
how I might share the mes-
sage of Christ with others in
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my daily walk. For this
reason, I enrolled in the
CLC and took the World-
views class. Through the
challenging and thought-
provoking leadership of Dr.
Mark Mathewson, I gained a
better understanding of what
I believed and how to share
those beliefs with others.

Classroom theory was
exemplified in real life
during a guy’s-week in the
great outdoors. A buddy of
mine and I sat down to
discuss worldviews. Now,
all of the guys on this trip
are good friends at the
macro level. We would all
be there for each other in a
crisis but none of us “hang”
together on a weekly basis.
The corporate world brought
the majority of us together,
but the outdoors bonded us
for life.

As our conversation
began, most of the other
guys were in the room.
Interestingly, as the men
shared, many worldviews
were expressed. One man’s
ex-wife’s persistence to seek
an annulment after three
years of legal divorce further
painted his worldview into a
morbid collage of non-
cohesive rants. Yet another
likened his worldview to a
sporting analogy where
everyone is after the same
result, we simply take
different routes. As our discus-
sion continued, the room be-
came more and more empty.

This conversation may
have proved to be the
cementing bond of a
fantastic friendship that will
forever endure. Had this man
and I shared with each other
our complete worldview? No!
Had we tried to convince others
how they should
believe? No! What we did,
though, is raise the
awareness that different
worldviews exist within the
smallest of non-statistically
selected samples. Coinciden-
tally, this man has earned a
Ph.D. and is a devout
Unitarian, while I am an
evangelical Christian. And
for the record, while we both
love to learn and we both
love each other, I did not
come away a Unitarian nor
did he adopt the thoughts of
an evangelical Christian. We
still have a lot of discussing
to do!

Convinced that everyone
has a broad set of beliefs
about the way the world is
and how life should be lived
in it, I believe we all can
enhance our worldview. I hon-
estly believe that a
concretely  supported world-
view and the knowledge of
others’ worldviews is
essential to accomplishing the
great commission challenge set
forth by Christ. It is a great
testament to the CLC that
leaders can be properly
equipped for the marketplace
and for the fulfillment of our
Christian command.




