Worldview Studies

Course Descriptions

Navigating Through a World of Ideas
Everyone has a worldview and Iives his or her
life by it. This class leads the student into an
understanding of what & worldview 15 and what
behefs make up a worldview. The student will
explore vanous prominent worldviews such as
naturahsm, Christanity, pantheism, postmodem-
ism, and see how each view shows up m our
cultire. Crtical thmking skills wall be used to
assess the truth-clams of these worldviews and
to develop and defend one’s own worldview.

A Clash of Cultures: Christianity &

American Culture
The pupose of this cowse i to cntically
examine curent American cultire and s
relationship to Chrstianity, the Church, and mdi-
vidual Christians iving in this culnre. The stu-
dent will vestigate the major wdeas that drive
our culture and determine how those ideas posi-
tively and negatively mopact the Church and
Chnstians. Tune will be spent considening how
Chnstians can be “salt and hght™ in 2 decaying
and dark society without isolating themselves or
capimlating to the culmure.

Rediscovering Our Ethical Bearings

In our world of moral confuusion, ignorance and
relativism, people have lost their moral compass.
Tlus class seeks to think cntically through such
impertant ethical questions as “Who 15 a good'
bad person? “What makes an act good,
admurable, or right™ Answers to these questions
given by vanous ethical theomes will be
examined and applied to ecurrent
major ethical 1ssues (e.g. sexual ethics,
bio-medical ethucs) and personal ethies (eg.,
honesty, kindness, use of time).

Overcoming the
Annesin

Can You Defend That?: Making the Case for
the Christian Worldview

This class considers both the biblical mandate to
defend  the Christian faith a5 well as the
Chnstian’s responsibility te offer nonbehevers
reasons why Chnstamity is tree. The student wall
carefully examune a biblical model for defending
Chnstianity found in Acts 17. The class will also
explore some of the most serious challenges to
Chnstianity. Information and strategies for answer-
mg those challenges will be covered. The primary
goal of the course 15 to equp behevers to give
reasons for thew Christian beliefs so nonbelievers
can  rationally  comsider the truth-claims of
Chnstianity. A secondary goal 15 to encourage
believers to understand that bebieving the muth-
clams of Chrstianity is both rafional and
intellecmually respectable.

Church’s Historical

The old cliche “he who ignores lnstory 15 destmed to
repeat 1t 15 all too tue for Chmstians.
Forgetfulness of the nch history of the Christian
faith has led to  Clnstians scrambling to win
battles already fought (and wen) cenfunes ago. This
class mvestigates key moments, people, and move-
ments 1n  the listery of Christianity
provading a perspective that allows the student to see
the development of Christiznity through history and
how God has used and 15 usmg the Church to ac-
complish his nmssion on Earth.

The Old Testament in Context

This class is an overview of the Old Testament
considering the mam themes and souctures of the
Old Testament writings. The goal of this course is to
understand how the message of the books fits into
the overall comtext of the Bible, the
context of the Old Testament itself and the histor-
cal comtext 1 which each bock was
writen. Some basic principles of interpretmg Old
Testament writings will be coversd.

The New Testament in Context

Thiz  overview of the New Testament
considers the main themes and stmictures of the
New Testament writmgs. The goal of this course
is to understand how the message of the books
fits mto the overall context of the Bible, the con-
text of the New Testament itzelf. and the histon-
cal confext m which each book was wntten
Attention will alse be given to
lustoneal developments between the wntings of
the Old and New Testaments. Some basic
pnnciples  of imferpretmg  New  Testament
writimgs will be covered.

Understanding Theology I

This class inroduces the student to a survey of
the central theological themes in the Bible. The
topies covered in this course include who God is
and ks relationship to the cosmos: how God has
revealed himself to us through Scripnue and the
world around wus; the inspiration,
inerrancy, and authority of the Hebrew-Christian
Bible; the nature and purpose of
bomian bemgs; the ongin of sm and its effects on
all creation; and the gracious provision of God's
salvation to sinfil humans.

Understanding Theology IT

This class mtroduces the student to a survey
of the central theclogical themes i the Bible.
The tepics covered in this eourse mclude who
Jesus is and what s role was en Earth and
now 15 in Heaven; who the Holy Spint is and
what s numstries are; the purpose and or-
ganization, and mimstres of the Church; what
will happen in the future in terms of the eter-
nal destination of peeple and the second com-
ing of Jesus.



